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BRUTAL LYNCHING OF QUENTIN (23 Years) , IN LYON BY NUMEROUS ANTIFA
MOB ATTACK

SHOCKS FRANCE AMID CONF- AT SCIENCES PO
Paris, Washington DC, 13.02.2026, 22:36 Time

USPA NEWS - The barbaric lynching of a 23 year old man, Quentin, young catholic student, (Far Right activist) mob attack, by a
large group of hooded attackers (ANTI FA (French Far Left), has shocked France. Unarmed and alone, he was beaten to death in the
street, in a country already on edge politically, in the middle of the municipal election campaign scheduled for 15 and 22 March.

The attack took place in Lyon, in a street behind Sciences Po Lyon, near Rue Leo Lagrange, not far from the campus where a political
conference was being held that evening by a far left MEP Rima Hassan. The event was organised by the Euroka student association
and featured Rima Hassan, a Member of the European Parliament supported (and member) by La France Insoumise (LFI, far left jean
Luc Melenchon’s party), who had been invited to speak about Europe, the Middle East and relations between European governments
in the context of the current conflict. (Source Sciences PO Lyon). France’s 24 hour news channels have been running continuous
coverage of the tragedy, referring to Quentin by his first name, age and Catholic faith, the only elements formally confirmed about his
identity at the time of publication

LYNCHING OF QUENTIN, 23 YEARS OLD IN LYON NEAR MEP RIMA HASSAN’'S LFI CONFERENCE AT SCIENCES PO
SHOCKS FRANCE

FAR LEFT NUMEROUS ANTIFA MOB ATTACKED HIM

The barbaric lynching of a 23 year old man, Quentin, young catholic student, (Far Right activist) mob attack, by a large group of
hooded attackers (ANTI FA, i.e (Anti-Faschist) French Far Left), has shocked France. Unarmed and alone, he was beaten to death in
the street, in a country already on edge politically, in the middle of the municipal election campaign scheduled for 15 and 22 March.

A VERY YOUNG CATHOLIC ACTIVIST KILLED FOR HIS IDEAS

Quentin, described by those close to him as a devout Catholic, active in his parish and involved in charity walks to help the homeless
and the most vulnerable, was first declared brain dead before finally dying from his injuries. According to early accounts and video
images circulating on social networks and news channels, he was surrounded, knocked to the ground and repeatedly kicked and
punched to the head and body by far left antifascist militants, until he stopped moving.

The attack took place in Lyon, in a street behind Sciences Po Lyon, near Rue Leo Lagrange, not far from the campus where a political
conference was being held that evening by a far left MEP Rima Hassan. The event was organised by the Euroka student association
and featured Rima Hassan, a Member of the European Parliament supported (and member) by La France Insoumise (LFI, far left jean
Luc Melenchon’s party), who had been invited to speak about Europe, the Middle East and relations between European governments
in the context of the current conflict. (Source Sciences PO Lyon). France’s 24 hour news channels have been running continuous
coverage of the tragedy, referring to Quentin by his first name, age and Catholic faith, the only elements formally confirmed about his
identity at the time of publication.

FROM CLASH TO LYNCHING NEAR SCIENCES PO

According to witnesses, the lynching appears to have followed a “rixe”, a brawl between a group of far right activists on Quentin’s side
and a group of antifascist militants opposed to the conference. The confrontation reportedly started near the entrance to Sciences Po
Lyon, where demonstrators had gathered, and then shifted into the side streets behind the school.

The images (from a video circulating on the internet and TV broadcast prime shows breaking the news) showing Quentin’s final
moments are almost unbearable: a body already lying on the asphalt, surrounded by several figures, masked, wearing dark hoodies,
who continue to kick him violently in the head and upper body.

Whatever the precise legal qualification that the courts ultimately retain, the impression left by these sequences is that of a collective
execution carried out in the name of politics, against a young man targeted for his ideas and his affiliation. (Source Ouest France)



A NATIONAL CONTEXT OF ESCALATING “FAITS DE SOCIETE”

This tragedy does not occur in a vacuum. For months, France has been experiencing a sharp rise in political verbal tension and a
succession of violent headline grabbing incidents “faits divers” that ministers and political leaders now prefer to describe as broader
(“faits de société”. ) “societal problems” rather than isolated crimes. Interior Ministry statistics show a long term increase in physical
assaults and violent offences recorded by the police and gendarmerie between 2017 and 2024, even if all categories of crime do not
evolve in the same way.(Source Ministry of Interior & French Government)

At the same time, opinion polls indicate that the “feeling of insecurity” has become one of the main concerns of the French, often
ahead of or on a par with purchasing power. In an IFOP survey published in 2025, around eight in ten French people said they
believed that violence had increased in recent years and feared a possible “social explosion” in the country. ( Source IFOP Polls) .
According to Interior Ministry statistics, the number of homicide victims has fluctuated but remains higher than in the mid 2010s, with
around 970 to 1 000 killings per year between 2020 and 2025, and attempted homicides increasing by about 7-8% per year on
average since 2016. Over the same period, recorded physical violence has continued to rise, even if some categories stabilised
slightly in 2024. These figures, combined with the perception captured by opinion polls, feed the idea of a country caught in a long
term spiral of violence..(Source French Ministry of Interior)

The death of Quentin, after so many other attacks in the streets, on public transport or on the margins of demonstrations, will inevitably
reinforce this impression of a country overwhelmed by a wave of extreme brutality.

MIGRANTS, OQTF CASES AND RANDOM VIOLENCE

In recent years, French public debate on security has often focused on isolated perpetrators: individuals under an OQTF (obligation to
leave French territory), radicalised profiles monitored by the intelligence services, or offenders already known to the police. Each new
case has reignited disputes over expulsions, border control and the monitoring of radicalised individuals, feeding a climate of constant
anxiety.(Source IFRAP)

Young Quentin’s killing is of a different nature, because it seems directly linked to a political confrontation in the public space between
radical groups claiming opposing ideologies. However, it will add to the same narrative: that of a France where the continuum of
violence now extends from everyday crime to ideological lynchings, in the street, under the eyes of passers by and cameras.

PRESIDENT MACRON TRIP ABORAD COINCIDES WITH HIS PARTICIPATION IN SCEURITY CONFERENCE IN MUNICH,
WHILE FRANCE IS IN SHOCK

The timing of the tragedy could hardly be worse for the Elysée (French Presidency). While the country was discovering the
circumstances of the assault in Lyon, President Emmanuel Macron was in Munich to take part in the Security Conference, where he
called for a more coherent European strategy and stronger defence efforts. In his speech, he insisted on the need for Europeans to
show unity and resolve in the face of external threats, from war on the continent to hybrid attacks.(Source Elysée (French Presidency)

The timing of the tragedy could hardly be worse for the Elysée. While the country was discovering the circumstances of the assault in
Lyon, President Emmanuel Macron was in Munich to take part in the annual Munich Security Conference, where he called for a more
coherent European strategy, higher defence spending and greater unity in the face of war on the continent and hybrid threats. In his
address, he urged Europeans to “assume their share of responsibility” for the continent’s security and warned against divisions that
could weaken Europe at a time of international crisis. (Source Batinfo)

From Germany, Munich, the French president was therefore speaking about the need to protect Europe’s security and cohesion at the
very moment when a young man was dying in Lyon after a street lynching linked to a political event. This brutal contrast between the
themes discussed in Munich, war, alliances, strategic stability, and the images coming from Lyon only reinforced the sense that
France itself is struggling to contain a rising tide of internal violence.

The French head of state reacted to Quentin’s death in a message published on social networks and relayed by the Elysée (French
Presidency), denouncing an “outburst of hatred” and calling on all political leaders to show responsibility and calm. President Macron,
promised that “the full truth” would be established by the investigation and that justice would be done for the young man and his family.
Even before the judicial process has properly begun, the president is trying to prevent the case from turning into an open political war
between camps.



A MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

The municipal elections in March 2026 were already shaping up to be dominated by issues of security, public order and the
management of demonstrations, alongside housing and the cost of living. After Quentin’s lynching, it is hard to imagine that any local
or national candidate will be able to avoid the question of extremist groups, whether on the far right or the far left, and their presence
around universities, political meetings and markets.

The agenda of the parties preparing for the presidential election of April 2027 will also be affected. The killing of a far right sympathiser
by far left militants, in the context of a conference linked to LFI, will fuel accusations, counter accusations and demands for bans. Each
bloc will accuse the other of having “armed minds” and encouraged the passage from words to blows. The risk is that Quentin’s name
will become less that of a victim than that of a banner waved in future rallies.

QUENTIN MIGHT BE A MARTYR FIGURE IN A POLARISED SOCIETY MAY BE THE “FRENCH CHARLIE KIRK”

Quentin’s personal profile adds to the emotion surrounding his death. He was not just a militant or a face in a crowd: he was a young
Catholic, rooted in his parish, known for his commitment to the poor and to people living on the streets. For his friends and family, his
final hours, alone, beaten by a group in a back street, contrast cruelly with the solidarity actions that had punctuated his short life.

Some of his supporters already draw a parallel with Charlie Kirk, the American conservative activist who was shot dead while debating
students at a university in Utah in 2025, and who was later honoured at a mass memorial rally in Arizona. At that event, President
Donald Trump described Kirk as a “martyr” and “our greatest evangelist for American liberty”, turning his death into a symbol for a
whole segment of the US Catholic and conservative right. In a similar way, there is a real risk that Quentin’s killing will be used to
crystallise passions and harden identities in an already deeply polarised French society.

Inevitably, such a destiny will be read through the lens of martyrdom. In other countries, similar profiles have become symbols around
which entire movements have restructured themselves. In a France already fragmented and quick to adopt imported references and
culture war codes, Quentin’s memory may be projected onto narratives that go far beyond him. Some will see in him a victim of “ultra
left violence”, others an illustration of the deadly spiral of radicalisation on both sides.
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which entire movements have restructured themselves. In a France already fragmented and quick to adopt imported references and
culture war codes, Quentin’s memory may be projected onto narratives that go far beyond him. Some will see in him a victim of “ultra
left violence”, others an illustration of the deadly spiral of radicalisation on both sides.

A DEADLY THRESHOLD IN POLITICAL VIOLENCE

The lynching of Quentin in Lyon marks a terrible threshold in French political life: a young man, known for his faith and his charitable
work, dies on the pavement because of a street confrontation linked to his ideas and to a political conference at a prestigious institute.
It is no longer just a matter of heated debates, cancelled events or scuffles at the margins of demonstrations, but of a life destroyed in
the name of ideology.

The judicial investigation will have to establish exactly who did what, under whose responsibility, and with what degree of intention. But
even before the verdicts, the questions are addressed to all those who shape public discourse: to what extent do repeated invectives,
demonisation of opponents and tolerance of violent fringes create the conditions for such a lynching? Readers who follow this case will
be able to judge, in the coming weeks and months, whether political leaders seize the occasion to restore a minimum of restraint and
respect, or whether Quentin’s death becomes one more episode in a long series of tragedies sacrificed to electoral calculations.

The judicial investigation will have to establish exactly who did what, under whose responsibility, and with what degree of intention. But
even before the verdicts, the questions are addressed to all those who shape public discourse: to what extent do repeated invectives,
demonisation of opponents and tolerance of violent fringes create the conditions for such a lynching? Readers who follow this case will
be able to judge, in the coming weeks and months, whether political leaders seize the occasion to restore a minimum of restraint and
respect, or whether Quentin’s death becomes one more episode in a long series of tragedies sacrificed to electoral calculations.

Our newsroom/correspondent based in Paris, will continue to follow the next steps in this case closely, on the basis of official
information and judicial developments, and to provide political analysis of its consequences in the current French electoral context,
from the municipal elections of 15 and 22 March 2026 to the presidential race scheduled for April 2027...To Be continued
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